THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND VOCATION TRAINING

English Language
Syllabus for Secondary
Education

Form |l -1V







THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND VOCATION TRAINING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SYLLABUS FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION

FORMI -1V



© Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, 2005
First reprint 2010
Second reprint 2012
Third reprint 2016

ISBN 978-9976-61-526-5

Designed and prepared by

Tanzania Institute of Education

P.O. Box 35094

Dar es Salaam

TANZANIA

Tel.: 022 2773005/ 2774420/ 2780891
Fax No: 255 22 2774420

E-mail: director.tie@tie.go.tz

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, reported, stored in
any retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,

photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the permission of the copyright owner

i



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives of Education in Tanzania
3.0 Objectives of Secondary Education
4.0 General Subject Competences
5.0 General Subject Objectives

6.0 Structure of the Syllabus
Form One

FOrm TWO. e

Form Three

il

Page
v

v



1.0 INTRODUCTION

This English Language syllabus is a revised version which has been prepared to replace
that of 1996 which has phased out. The revision process focused on change in paradigm
from that of content based to competence based curriculum. Moreover, the revision
was inevitable due to the fact that the1996 syllabus did not sufficiently consider the
current social, cultural, global, technological, subject biases and cross cutting issues

taking place worldwide but particularly in Tanzanian Society.

In addition, the revision has also taken into consideration on the requirements for the
Secondary Education Development Plan (SEDP). This syllabus has been introduced

for implementation from January 2005.

2.0 THE OBJECTIVES OF EDUCATION IN TANZANIA

The general objectives of education in Tanzania are:

(a) To guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of
the citizens of Tanzania, their human resources and effective utilization of those
resources in bringing about individual development.

(b) To promote the acquisition and appreciation of the culture, customs and traditions
of the people of Tanzania.

(c) To promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literacy, social, scientific,
vocational, technological, professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and
attitudes for the development and improvement of the condition of man and society.

(d) To develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding
and respect for human dignity and human rights and readiness to work hard for self
advancement and national development.

(e) To enable and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading of
mental, practical, productive and other skills needed to meet the changing needs of
industry and the economy.

(f) To enable every citizen to understand and uphold the fundamentals of the National
Constitution as well as the enshrined human and civic rights, obligations and
responsibilities.

(g) To promote love for work, self and wage employment and improved performance
in the production and service sectors.

(h) To inculcate principles of the national ethic and integrity, national and international
cooperation, peace and justice through the study, understanding and adherence to
the provisions of the National Constitution and other international basic charters
and

(i) To enable rational use, management and conservation of the environment.
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3.0

THE OBJECTIVES OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN TANZANIA

In Tanzania, secondary education refers to post primary formal education offered to

learners who successfully completed seven years of primary education and have met

the requisite entry qualification requirements.

The aims and objectives of secondary education are to:

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

Q)

(g

4.0

Consolidate and broaden the students’ scope of basic ideas, knowledge, skills and
attitudes acquired and developed at the primary education level.

Enhance the students’ development and appreciation of national unity, identity
and ethic, personal integrity, respect for human rights, cultural and moral values,
customs, traditions and civic responsibilities and obligations.

Promote students linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in
Kiswabhili and English.

Prepare the students for opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills,
attitudes and understanding in prescribed or selected fields of study.

Prepare the students for tertiary and higher education, vocational, technical and
professional training.

Inculcate in the students a sense and ability for self-study, self-confidence and
self-advancement in new frontiers of science and technology, academic and
occupational knowledge and skills.

Prepare the students to become responsible members of the society.

GENERAL SUBJECT COMPETENCES

By the end of Form IV the student can:

(a)
(b)
(©)

Use appropriate English to communicate in a variety of settings.
Use English to achieve academic content in all areas.
Communicate in English using signs and read using Braille (for the deaf and the

blind respectively)



5.0 GENERAL SUBJECT OBJECTIVES

The objectives of teaching English in Secondary schools are to enable the student to:

(a) Express oneself in both spoken and written English

(b) Read widely for pleasure and for information

(c) Perform a variety of writing tasks according to the required conventions.

(d) Use ones knowledge of English to demonstrate awareness and consciousness of
basics of society and the part one can play in its development.

(e) Use one’s knowledge of English in furthering one’s education.

(f) Communicate effectively with other speakers of English both inside and outside

the country.
6.0 STRUCTURE OF THE SYLLABUS

The syllabus consists of two main parts. Part one contains; A short introduction,
Objectives of Education in Tanzania, Objectives of Secondary Education, General
Competences, General objectives and, Some information about the organization of the
syllabus. The second part consists competences and Objectives of the class topic,
patterns/structures, situations/contexts, vocabulary/phrases, teaching/learning strate-
gies, teaching/learning materials, assessment and estimated number of periods for each

sub-topic. A table which shows topics, and sub-topics, specific objectives for each

6.1 Class Level Competences

These are statements which specify the abilities that are expected to be attained by the
students. These are stated just before the class objectives found at the beginning of the

content of each class.

6.2 Class level Objectives

These are statements of behaviour to be exhibited by each student at the end of a given

class. They are stated immediately after the class competences.

6.3 Topics

In this syllabus topics have been stated in terms of functions. They are found in the first
column of the syllabus. When teaching these functions, the language forms/patterns
and correct pronunciation and intonation have to be dealt with for it is through these

aspects that language functions are realized.
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6.4 Sub-topics
These are smaller divisions of topics. Most topics in this syllabus have more than one

sub-topic. These sub-topics are presented under the relevant topics.

6.5 Specific Objectives

These are statements of behaviour to be exhibited by each student at the end of a given
sub-topic. When planning lessons the teacher has to be very clear about the specific
objectives expected to be attained and plan his/her teaching in such a way that the

specific objectives are achieved.

6.6  Patterns/Structures

For each sub-topic in the syllabus a number of patterns/structures have been given as
examples. Other patterns/structures that are normally used in any given function also
need to be dealt with using a variety of activities including demonstration, dramatization,

dialogue, oral and written drills, songs, role plays and games.

6.7 Contexts/Situations
Contexts/situations depicting different settings/areas where any given language function

can be used have been provided in the syllabus next to the patterns/structures column.

6.8  Vocabulary/Phrases

Some vocabulary items related to any given topic/sub-topic have been given in the
vocabulary/phrases column. The list is by no means exhaustive. Students will learn
many more words which will be found in listening and reading materials they will be
exposed to. The teacher should ensure that students know how to pronounce the words

correctly, the meaning and the use of those words.

6.9  Teaching and Learning Strategies

In the teaching and learning strategies column, a number of strategies have been
suggested. However, list is not exhaustive. The teacher is advised to use the suggested
strategies but where necessary the teacher should think of more appropriate strategies
to use in teaching English so that students can use the language meaningfully. Students
need to be provided with activities aimed at enabling them to remedy any pronunciation

problems that the teacher notes in their use of English. Ear training as well as production
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activities should be provided. The teacher needs to ensure that he/she can pronounce
English words correctly and that he/she can make use of correct stress and intonation.
She/he has to ensure that she/he has the ability to consult a dictionary on pronunciation
of words which she/he is not familiar with so that she/he can help the students to

develop intelligible pronunciation.

6.10 Teaching and Learning Material

A number of resources for teaching/learning materials have been listed under the
teaching/learning materials column. The list is not exhaustive, therefore the teacher is
expected to think creatively and identify other teaching/learning resources available in

his/her locality.

6.11  Assessment

The assessment column in this syllabus gives the teacher an idea of the kind of assessment
that students should be subjected to. There is a need for ensuring that students are
assessed in all objectives and that the assessment items take into consideration a wide
variety of learning outcomes. This kind of assessment provides room for fairness as
well as enhancing students’ development of high levels of thinking. The teacher also
needs to ensure that he/she assesses student’s performance in all the language skills. The
advice given above should be used in weekly, monthly, mid-term and end of term/year
assessments. Appropriate use of a variety of assessment techniques including paper
and pencil assessment, interviews, observation, portfolios, projects and questionnaires
should be used.

At the end of form four students are expected to do an overall achievement assessment
intended to determine the extent to which the objectives of the English course have

been attained.

6.12 Number of Periods

Number of periods is an estimated time to be used to teach a given topic/sub-topic. Each
period is 40 minutes. The number of periods has been taken into account on the time needed
to adequately cover the sub-topic. Some topics need more time than others depending on the
nature and weight of the topic. The teacher is advised to make a maximum use of time
allocated in classroom instruction. Lost instructional time should always be compensated
for.
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DECLARATION

Ordinary Level Secondary Education is a four year course which has been designed to
prepare students for the advanced level or other tertiary education. A student will be
recognized as a form four graduate when he/she successfully completes and passes
secondary education examinations conducted by the National Examination Council of

Tanzania.

This document is hereby declared as the Syllabus of English Language for Ordinary

Secondary Education Course.

MM, Hocsan

Commissioner for Education

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
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FORM ONE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
The student should demonstrate ability to:

1. Use simple English to communicate in social interactions and settings.

2. Engage in simple conversations and transactions on familiar topics.

3. Express in English orally and in writing, needs, feelings and ideas using
appropriate vocabulary.

4. Give and respond to directions/requests using simple English sentences.

5. Use English language to obtain, process, construct and provide subject matter
information in spoken and in written forms.

6. Identify general information on events in simple oral/written texts she/he
encounters.

7. Use appropriate English pronunciation and intonation in a variety of settings.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form One course the student should be able to:

(a) Listen to and understand simple oral texts.

(b) Express oneself appropriately in different situations using simple English

structures.

(c) Read intensively texts in English for comprehension.

(d) Explain the content of simple English readers read.

(e) Write simple descriptions in English.
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FORM TWO

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
The student should demonstrate ability to:

1.

A

Identify specific information on events in simple oral written materials she/he
encounters.

Use English to obtain process, construct and provide subject matter information
in spoken and written forms.

Interact in spoken and written for personal expression and enjoyment.

Use English to interact in the classroom.

Describe past activities and personal experiences.

Ask and answer questions on simple readers and report on what he/she read.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES
By the end of Form Two the student should be able to:

(a) Listen to and understand various simple English texts.

(b) Express oneself orally in English using slightly complex sentences.

(c) Read intensively a variety of simple English texts.

(d) Explain content of simple English readers in different genres.

(e) Write simple texts in English.
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FORM THREE

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
The student should demonstrate ability to:

1. Use appropriate language content and style in expressing her/his ideas, opinions
and feelings orally and in writing.

2. Apply reading comprehension strategies to extend and enhance content area
knowledge.

3. Use appropriate language to summarize, report and give his/her opinion.

4. Read and narrate a story/event using appropriate language structures.

5. Listen to, analyze texts and relate them to real life situations.

6. Read, analyze texts and relate them to real life situations.

7. Use English to obtain process, construct and provide subject matter information in
spoken and written form.

8. Read literary texts appreciating messages and themes read.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form Three the student should be able to:

(a) Listen to, understand and respond to texts from various sources.

(b) Express oneself orally and in writing using appropriate language in various

situations and settings.
(c) Read and understand slightly complex texts.
(d) Read and analyse literary works.
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FORM FOUR

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
The student should demonstrate ability to:

1.

D

AN

Read, analyze texts and relate them to real life situations.

Start, intervene and close a discussion on a familiar topic using suitable phrases.
Present orally and in writing descriptions of complex subjects.

Express herself/himself clearly, orally and in writing, expressing points of view at
some length.

Read and understand long and complex factual texts.

Scan a text for relevant information.

Listen to and point out relevant information.

Read literary texts appreciating messages and themes read.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES
By the end of Form Four the student should be able to:

(a) Listen to, understand and respond to texts from various sources.

(b) Express oneself orally and in writing using appropriate language in different

social contexts.

(c) Read and analyze literary works.

(d) Read and understand complex texts.
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FORM FOUR

CLASS LEVEL COMPETENCES
The student should demonstrate ability to:

L.

el

S AN

Read, analyze texts and relate them to real life situations.

Start, intervene and close a discussion on a familiar topic using suitable phrases.
Present orally and in writing descriptions of complex subjects.

Express herself/himself clearly, orally and in writing, expressing points of view at
some length.

Read and understand long and complex factual texts.

Scan a text for relevant information.

Listen to and point out relevant information.

Read literary texts appreciating messages and themes read.

CLASS LEVEL OBJECTIVES
By the end of Form Four the student should be able to:

(a) Listen to, understand and respond to texts from various sources.

(b) Express oneself orally and in writing using appropriate language in different

social contexts.

(¢) Read and analyze literary works.

(d) Read and understand complex texts.
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