MODULE FIVE:EXAMINATION
SYSTEM IN TANZANIA

Module coverage
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“**Types of examinations in Tanzania
> Methods of establishing standards

o The structure and Format of examimatons
Tanzania

“*Recurrent issues and complamts about examinations
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Historical Perspectives
= Historically. examinations m Tanzanmia trace therr
origin to the Briush colonial examinations. Omari
(20 12) notes that the examimnation svstem 1n
Tanzania was part and parcel of the colonial
structurc

® The examinations were a reflection of what was
gowng 1n the educauon syvstem m England and m the
commonwealth countrics

= The examination were the same n all British
colonics including Tanzania and were administered
centrally in England or in designated countries.
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Historical Perspectives

= Has I1fs origin from the British colonial
examinations.

=|twas part and parcel of the colonial structure
(Omart, 2012]

»ne =X aminaiic}n ~ere the same in all British
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= Exams were mainly for selection - very few were
selected for further education and training

=\ ery compeiifive

= \Very sirict selection process - (norm- referenced
rather than criterion referenced)

= Due to limited opportunities the selectionwas
arbitrary as many gifted students were leff our.
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Types of Examinations During the
Colonial Period

1. British School Entry Test

= Were resrs in verbal ana visucal form used by missicncnes cefore the
cavence level of fermal education) to select few kids 'whno showed
avanced level of development in terms cf visible clevemess and
*"nc*.r" level of activity o join Bush schocl.

= 3ush schocl were designated fer kids te lecm the rugiments of
reccing. wnting. numbier skills and religion or the catechism

= Children would stay for hwe yeors befcre joining pnmary school

Scanned by CamScanner



2. Primary School Entry Test

® |} was meant to find out a child who was ready to join a
cne rcom pnmary schodal

= |t was throuah observarion {physical appearance +
tcouch the earn and verbal interviews

w 'Aost early primary schools had up to class it only but
chiidren could stay in primary school and for severai
years as there was nc where to go next.
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3. Standard Three Entry Examinations

= For entry in grade three

= They will go through grade three and four in the
same schools or be taken to other schools that
was offering those two sets of grades.

= Al examinations below class lll were mostly
localized, set and administered by the schools or
neighbouring schools
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- 4. The Standard Four Examinations

» \Was the most formal and importcnt examinations

® Had c nationgl charceler ond 'was administered at district level
with mediation from all cowsrful Regional education Offices

= [t was g wniten exam supplemented with interviews.
/ » Selected students wers to go through grade IV to VI

= The standard four examinaticn continued until 19é4.

® From 19&4 primcry education was made 8 years and then 7 years in
1$48.
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5.The Territorial Standard VI
Examination

» |t vas the most important e-aminaiicn in oneg s life
as it:

II

= Defermined who got a white collar jolb and whno did
not

w Determined who could accsss mosi iraining
facilities, such as teaching., nursing and police

® [ \was a writien &-am supplemenied with iInterviews
for 'rhf::-se.- chowing promise of being selecied

s

Scanned by CamScanner



6. The Temitorial Standard X Examination

= |t was tThe most important examination

= |t was intended to filter, control and select very
few bright to join the white schools, such as
Tabora boys
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D /. The Cambridge Oversees School
Certificate (Ordinary Level)

Nnded for British colonies and mandaied
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» Every sfudent had to sit for all subjects. inciuding
Enalish, Literature, Mathematics, Biclogy. chemisiry,
Physics, Hisiory, Geoaraphy and Civics

» To get a General ceriificate of education, one had
to pass english
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8. The Candidate High School Certificate
(A-Level)

= Africans starfed to offer this examination in 1960
and was the only way to get fo the university
educatfion either at Makerere Universiiy or in the
Commonwealih including England.

= Those who did not pass this examination could
take Diploma programmes, such as in feaching
and agriculture
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B  Examination system after
independence

= Soon cfferindependence 1941, the need ic refom the
system and the egucation in system Tanzanic emergec
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® 7o remove the segregatlion behween Afncans. Indians and
Eurcpean schools and

® To provide qugality anag relevant examinghons

» Thus, the 1642 Education Actwas establishea to this eifect

= By 19&7. the East African Legislative Assembily fEAL,ML:” Act of
pariament created the east African examingation Ccurcil with the
head office in Nairebi, Kenya in order fo cecncuct gccdemic and

technical examinations in the three East Aincan ccunmes
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= While the EALA was expected to cut relaticns with the
Cambridge, in some pariner states, scme syllokles such
as for maithematics and english were siill formulated,
moderated and marked by Cambridge Examingtion
Syndicate

®» Following the formulation of Education for Self refiance
paper policy In 1267, Tanzania became mors skeptical
apout the desirability of this supra naticnal examination
body.
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®» Tanzania decided o pull completely out of east African
Examination councilin 1971.

®» Then the curriculum and examinations section of the
Ministry of Educaticn was responsible for all examinations

» The Mational Examinations council of Tanzania (MHECTA)
was then established by law in 1973.the regional
arrangerment and sstablished its own local struciure for
Nnational examinations
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. Tc formu H'L:J'% =.aminations policies

Functions of NECTA

= ~hich ars

h national policies

. Assume responsibility for examinations in Tanzania.

and (o maks rr“ iIsions for cenires and places or

examination

& from other persons and bodies maf%riaie

—If:mn a to examination policies and consider and
minaticon policies as ':ITCL'I"?'\‘_:TGHL_‘*:: Al

consistent vt

review e-Qar
require
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V.

Cooperate with other persons and bodiss in
the orderly development of examinations

Conduct examinations and award
certificates, diploma and other awards
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TYPES OF EXAMINATIONS AND
OBJECTIVES

1. Slandard Four National Assessment (SFNA)

- {tis an assessment exam

2. Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE)
- itis a selection exam { to join ferm one for govemment

- Objectives include: - to assess lecmers uncerstcncirgs

skills and abilities in reading. wnting and anthmetc ang the sxi

which they can use such skills in solving peninent orotsle

education and other training institutio

schects
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Identify learners with capacity tc continue with secendary
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3. Form Two National Assessment (FTNA)
- Itis mainly for curriculum assessment
4. Quaglifying Test (QT)

- Itis a qualifying test

- For candidares intend to sit for CSEE

- Focus on testing knowledge and skills equivalent
to NFNA exam
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5. Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE)
- Itis an cchiesvement test

- Offered to candidcates who have completed 4 yrs of sec educah

/ = on
and those who passed FINA exam or Q1
/ - Alsc torepeagters of the same exam who registered themseaives cs
f/‘ crivate candidates
/ - Objectives:- asses: students’ skills cnd kKncwlegge achigved in

different sucjects at secondary schocl.

To weigh the extent to which the student can use the skills gained
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4. Advance Certificate of Secondary Education Examinaticn (ACSEE)

- Itis cn cchievement exam

—

- Fer candidates who hove completed 2 years cf agvanc
secondary =ducaiion and have three cregits at CSEE

- Objectives:- to assess learners’ knowledge and cbtlity fo pursue
with further educction such c¢s diplomga ang degree Ccu=es

- To examine the extent to which leamers can use skills gaineg 1o
meet the social. political. economic and tecnncicgical chailen
for individual and the national develcpment ar large.

=
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7.CGrade A Teachers Certificate Examination
(GATCE)

8.CGrade A Teacher Special Course Ceriificate in
Special Needs Education Examination
(GATSCCE -SMNE)

?.Diplomain Technical Education (DTE)

10.Diplomain Secondary Education Examinaficon
(DSEE)
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> Pass standards for CSEE and ACSEE

| Grade Pass mark Discription
A 75-100 Excellent
B+ 60-74 Very good

B 50 - 59 Good

= 40 - 49 Average

D 30 - 39 satisfactory

e 20 - 29 Unsatisfactory
F 0-19 Fail
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= Crade D C, B. B+ and A in any subjectis a pass

= A B+ B and Cis a credit and principal pass for
CSEE and ACSEE respectively.
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Continuous Assessment (CA)

Education fcrself- relia

centinucus assessment {CA) and finci nationatexamination (FEj sccre for
graging a student

The practiceis 20:70 | 30 CA; 70 FE)

Starting 2014 for CSEE and 2015 for ACSE
it <

CA :cores are distncuted as

m
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CA contribution for CSEE

Type of examination coninbution
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B CA contribution for ACSEE

Type of examination Contribution
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= |n cases where the canaidate cid not do proje
form four and six will contribute 15 points instec

= Formula for scoring:

CFM =0d1* FEcm + 32 * CAcm
Wher=soy:
CFM = Candidate’s Final Mark
dl = ratio score for FE
02 = ration score for CA
FEcm = candidate’s FE mark
CAcm = Candidate’'s CA mark

e
oY \-ﬁ

1

rc
»

mockexam for
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Exampele: take this scere for candidate X in Gecgraphywhe scere 13 FEand
has the following CA

Classroom assessments
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xammnCA s (15/30)x 89 =45.5

Sciution:

a) contributienferfermtwo e

b) Contnbutionforformil & IVin CAis (92 + 93 +95)/3=93.3
then (10/30)x 93.3=31.1

c) Prejectcontributionin CA s 5/30x 68=11.3

d) TorclCAls 45.5+31.1+11.3=87.9

e) Finalscore with the raticn of 30:70 will be

CFM =1 Fecm+ 32" CAcCmM
1

CFMM=70/100x13+ 30/100x87.9
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